
July 13, 2017 
 
Vincent Caron  
Senior Policy Advisor - Corporate Affairs 
LCBO 

 
Re: July 11, 2017 letter to All Sacramental Wine Vendors 

Dear Mr. Caron,  

I write to you on behalf of the United Network for Peace with Justice in Palestine and Israel 

(UNJPPI) to commend the LCBO for the decision to properly label wines imported from the 

occupied Palestinian territories. 

As a young child in the 1960’s, I remember asking my mother why certain dishes were labelled 

from Occupied Japan. She explained these dishes were made following WW II and the label was 

a condition placed on their export.  This was a way to let people know where things were made 

and under what circumstances. 

Then and now, Canadian consumers have a right to know where goods are produced and under 

what circumstances so they can make ethical choices about their purchase.  

Whereas the Canadian government does not recognize Israel’s sovereignty over Palestinian 

territories, it is especially important that goods imported into Canada from illegal Israeli 

settlements be properly labeled so Canadian citizens who support our governments position 

can make purchasing decisions that align with that policy.   

It is worth noting that the European Union and many other nations have labeling rules for 

goods produced in illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank so their consumers know where 

the goods they are about to purchase are truly coming from.   

In a national poll released by EKOS in February, 66% of respondents who expressed a view 

believed that Canadian government sanctions on Israel are a reasonable means of ensuring 

Israel's respect for international law. Therein, it is easy to conclude that an even higher number 

of Canadians, including those from Ontario, would desire proper labelling of goods produced in 

the West Bank.  

We appreciate the leadership of the LCBO in supporting the rule of international law and in 
enabling Ontarians to make informed and ethical decisions based upon their values. 
 
Peace, Salaam, Shalom, Paix, 
 
Rev. Steve Berube 
Co-Chair: United Network for Peace with Justice in Palestine and Israel 


